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SGI Online Study Lecture Series No. 2 (2021)  

 

The Buddhism of  the Sun—Illuminating the World 

A Religion of Human Revolution— “The Shared Struggle of  Mentor 

and Disciple” and “It Is the Heart That Is Important” 

 

 

【Gosho Passage #1】(cf. The Record of the Orally Transmitted Teachings, 111)  

 

The lion’s roar (shishi ku) is the preaching of the Buddha. The preaching of the Law 

means the preaching of the Lotus Sutra, or the preaching of Nam-myoho-renge-

kyo in particular. 

The first shi of the word shishi, or “lion” [which means “teacher”], is the 

Wonderful Law that is passed on by the teacher. The second shi [which means 

“child”] is the Wonderful Law as it is received by the disciples. The “roar” is the 

sound of the teacher and the disciples chanting in unison. 

The verb sa, “to make” or “to roar,” should here be understood to mean to 

initiate or to put forth. It refers to the initiating of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo in the 

Latter Day of the Law.  

 

 

 

【Excerpted Material #1】 

In the phrase “to roar the lion’s roar” (Jpn. sa shishi ku), the Daishonin interprets the verb 

sa [literally, “to make” or “to issue”] as meaning to “initiate” Nam-myoho-renge-kyo in 

the Latter Day of the Law (cf. OTT, 111). From the viewpoint of the disciple, we can 

take “initiate” to mean standing up on one’s own initiative and working with the same 

spirit as one’s mentor to spread the Mystic Law for the happiness of others. This is the 

fundamental spirit of disciples of the Buddha.   
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Just as this passage teaches, no matter what challenges they have faced, Soka 

Gakkai members, fellow Bodhisattvas of the Earth, have “summoned up the courage of 

a lion king” (cf. WND-1, 997) and forged ahead in their efforts for kosen-rufu. Members 

all around the world have experienced unmistakable benefit from their Buddhist practice 

and demonstrated the indisputable power of the lion’s roar of Nichiren Buddhism. 

(“A Religion of Human Revolution —Part11” The Shared Struggle of Mentor and Disciple) 

 

 

【Excerpted Material #2】 

From the standpoint of  the Buddhist Law, Soka mentors and disciples are equals and 

comrades. Both mentor and disciple are partners in a shared struggle to study and gain a 

deep understanding of  the Law. Nevertheless, by learning about Buddhism from a mentor 

who is practicing the Law correctly and can serve as a guide and model, we can overcome 

our personal limitations and dramatically expand our state of  life…. 

It is the mentor’s wish that the disciple leads a wonderful life dedicated to kosen-

rufu. The disciple’s growth is the mentor’s aim and source of  joy.   

(“A Religion of Human Revolution —Part11” The Shared Struggle of Mentor and Disciple) 

 

 

【Gosho Passage #2】(WND-1, 909; “Flowering and Bearing Grain”)  

 

[I]f a teacher has a good disciple, both will gain the fruit of Buddhahood, but if a 

teacher fosters a bad disciple, both will fall into hell. 

If teacher and disciple are of different minds, they will never accomplish 

anything. I will elaborate on this point later. 

You should always talk with each other to free yourselves from the 

sufferings of birth and death and attain the pure land of Eagle Peak, where you 

will nod to each other and speak in one mind. 
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【Gosho Passage #3】(WND-1, 283; “The Opening of the Eyes”)  

 

Although I and my disciples may encounter various difficulties, if we do not 

harbor doubts in our hearts, we will as a matter of course attain Buddhahood. Do 

not have doubts simply because heaven does not lend you protection. Do not be 

discouraged because you do not enjoy an easy and secure existence in this life. 

This is what I have taught my disciples morning and evening, and yet they begin to 

harbor doubts and abandon their faith. 

Foolish men are likely to forget the promises they have made when the 

crucial moment comes. 

  

 

 

【Gosho Passage #4】(WND-2, 1060; “On the Three Virtues of Food”)  

 

Food has three virtues. First, it sustains life. Second, it enlivens the complexion. 

Third, it nourishes strength. 

If one gives food to others, one will improve one’s own lot, just as, for 

example, if one lights a fire for others, one will brighten one’s own way. 

 

 

 

【Excerpted Material #3】 

Confronted with identical challenges, some will energetically push forward, while others 

will complain and lament their misfortune. Happiness is something we feel in our hearts…. 

“It is the heart that is important” (WND, 1000), writes the Daishonin. This is the basis 

of  true happiness, and the Mystic Law is what enables us to establish it.  

(SGI President Ikeda’s message to the Joint Training Session on August 6, 2005) 
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【Gosho Passage #5】(WND-1, 511–12; “Letter to Hōren”)  

It is thus difficult for ordinary people, who have no knowledge of the distant past 

or future, to have faith in this sutra. That being the case, even if we were to carry 

out its practice, what meaning could it have for us? 

In light of all this, it would seem that, when one who is able to show clearly 

visible proof in the present expounds the Lotus Sutra, there also will be persons 

who will believe. 

 

 

 

【Excerpted Material #4】 

In accord with the Daishonin’s teachings, President Makiguchi, President Toda, and I, 

linked by the bonds of mentor and disciple, have advanced kosen-rufu while placing 

foremost emphasis on actual proof.   

“Even more valuable than reason and documentary proof  is the proof  of  actual 

fact” (WND-1, 599), writes the Daishonin, because showing “clearly visible proof”—

that is, actual proof  of  the power of  our Buddhist faith and practice—is the most 

persuasive and convincing argument there is. Actual experience has great power. 

(“A Religion of Human Revolution—Part 12” It Is the Heart That Is Important) 

 

 

【Gosho Passage #6】(WND-1, 536; “Winter Always Turns to Spring”)  

Those who believe in the Lotus Sutra are as if in winter, but winter always 

turns to spring. Never, from ancient times on, has anyone seen or heard of winter 

turning back to autumn. Nor have we ever heard of a believer in the Lotus Sutra 

who turned into an ordinary person. The sutra reads, “If there are those who hear 

the Law, then not a one will fail to attain Buddhahood.” 

 

 


